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President’s Message

As the Panhandle changes before our eyes,
the BCC has acquired new parcels through
the mitigation process. We have
reluctantly turned down some parcels
because they presented management
difficulties, but we are pleased to help
provide good stewardship for parcels that
appear to be within our abilities. We
continue to work on building up our
endowment fund as a source of continuing
management funds, since the cost of caring
for the land goes on forever. More
properties means more need for people to
help with the duties of caring for them. If
you have even a few hours per year, please
let us know and we will assign you to a
Preserve! Thank you for your past
support, and please continue as a member
of the team to preserve pockets of natural
land in the Panhandle. And don’t forget to
get outdoors and enjoy the land and the
wildlife it supports!  Sincerely, Candis

Mitigation Agreement
Assists “Doctor’s Pond” and King
Family Preserve

Several years ago, the BCC committed to
using its properties for mitigation for
wetlands destruction on a parcel on
Highway 77 in Lynn Haven.
(“Mitigation” means that wetlands in
another location will be created, enhanced,
or preserved as a partial recompense for
destroying wetlands in a permitted
location. This was an outcome of Pres.
G.H.W. Bush’s “no net loss of wetlands”
policy.) This permit took several years of
negotiation to complete because it is
different from anything done previously in
this area, but it was issued on October 26,
2005.

The BCC initiated this plan because the
BCC’s first acquisition, Audubon Nature
Preserve (ANP, also called “Doctor’s

Pond™), began to dry up even before its
purchase was completed. When the Bay
County Audubon Society (BCAS) started
trying to acquire the 30 acres on either side
of State Avenue just south of 23™ Street,
there was an open pond that could be
canoed. After signing a contract for
purchase, the BCAS decided they did not
want to be responsible for managing the
property, so the Bay County Conservancy
was incorporated in 1998 to take title and
responsibility. By that time, cattails had
filled the formerly open water, and water
levels were so low that the wood ducks that
formerly nested there had mostly
disappeared.

When Jackie Kolk heard about mitigation
sites being needed for proposed
development on Highway 77, she suggested
using ANP. The idea was that the developer
would pay for hydrology studies and
improvements that would return ANP to its
formerly wet status. The BCC board of
directors approved this plan and began
negotiations with biological consultants and
the Corps of Engineers.

A long and complicated process ensued,
during which the developer advanced
$30,000 to the BCC for the purchase of the
King Family Preserve, which was another
wetland in the same watershed that could
also be used as partial mitigation for the
same project. That purchase took place in
2001.

The final permit requires the BCC to
perform actions on five of its properties. In
return, the BCC receives a satisfaction of the
mortgage on the King Family Preserve, title
to the nearly 6-acre Sapp Parcel on Highway
231, and a sum of money toward completing
the required mitigation. The BCC board of
directors is very busy getting these
complicated plans underway, and this
project will be the main focus of work in
2006.



Properties Reports

Audubon Nature Preserve

Water levels have varied a lot in the
past 2 years at Doctors’ Pond mainly
because of fluctuations in rainfall.
Beavers continue to build their dams
and plug culverts to try to hold water
in the pond, to the benefit of the wood
ducks and other aquatic animals.
Frustrated city workers occasionally
unplug the culverts to drain off
accumulated water, but the beavers
are quick to plug them up again.

Control of exotic plants in ANP
continues to be the big issue. We have
had good success in the areas we have
treated by mechanical and chemical
methods. Efforts by the management
team have slacked off recently in
anticipation of getting paid workers to
do the work as part of the DEP permit
and mitigation plan (described
earlier).
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The boardwalk and gazebo still
provide a very nice spot to spend
some time enjoying the sights and
sounds of the wetland. Come early to
catch a glimpse of the wood ducks,
wading birds, swamp sparrows and
others that make their home here. Be
sure to bring your binoculars. If you
feel like walking a little bit, the trail
on the north side of Doctors’ Pond is
open to the public (never mind the No
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BCC Properties Offer Refuge

Trespassing sign). This trail winds
back to the west side of the property
and is good for viewing the pond from
another vantage point. You will also
see a number of types of birds along
the way, including yellow-rumped
warblers, catbirds, blackbirds and
wrens.

Volunteers are still needed for the
management team. We need someone
to pick up litter along the road and by
the boardwalk. Help with mowing the
path and roadside would be greatly
appreciated also. To sign up or to get
more information, please call Ron
Houser, management team leader, at
763-7485. Ron Houser, ANP Team
Leader

BCC Acquiring Three New
Parcels

Every day, more people discover that
Bay County is a wonderful place to
live. The Bay County Conservancy’s
work in preserving green space thus
becomes ever more imperative. The
work also becomes more difficult as
the price of all lands keeps increasing.

During the last year, the Conservancy
has been able to acquire three new
parcels. In addition, the mortgage on
the King Family Preserve has been
satisfied and a fourth parcel has been
accepted at no charge to the
Conservancy.

Six acres of mid-city wetlands near
Doctor’s Pond was acquired through
an agreement to do mitigation work
on Conservancy property. The
additional six acres lie between

Highway 231 and 19" Street. The
agreement did leave BCC with a
number of projects that must be done
to improve the mid-city wetlands
parcels. These projects include
removal of exotic species, hydrology
work and signage. If you can
volunteer to help with this, the
Conservancy will be able to save the
allocated funds for other much needed
land purchases.

The second parcel acquired this year
also resulted from a mitigation
agreement. The Conservancy entered
a contract for the purchase of 40 acres
on Juniper Creek in northern Bay
County after Dr. Neil Lamb identified
it as a parcel of merit. A hotel owner
donated a sum sufficient to purchase
the first ten acres of this parcel as a
result of his plan to expand. We must
find the money to purchase the
remaining 30 acres very shortly or the
contract will expire.

Another mitigation project resulted in
donation of a ten-acre parcel on Jenks
Avenue. The parcel may have value
as habitat for the Panama City
crayfish, a species protected by the
state of Florida. The Panama City
Marine Institute has indicated an
interest in maintaining this parcel
which will be known as the
Talkington Family Nature Preserve.

Finally, title to a 10 acre titi parcel
near Deer Point Lake should be
transferred to BCC shortly. The
parcel is in an area of intense
development and the county asked the
developer to take steps to preserve
some green space. The developer






